
The Maori People 



Maori  Traditions 
• A pōwhiri is a Māori welcoming ceremony that includes speeches, dancing, singing 
and the hongi. It is used to welcome guests onto a marae or for other ceremonies like 

a of a new building or welcoming new families at a school, or new colleagues at a 
workplace. When a pōwhiri is done, guests should stand at the waharoa (gateway or 

main entranceway), while the host or tangata whenua (local people of the land) stand 
at the wharenui (meeting house.)



Maori Tradition 
• a Moko” means tattoo art in 

Maori. Often these tattoos covered 
the whole face and were a symbol 
of rank, social status, power and 
prestige for the Maori people. Ta 
Moko is a visual language which 
connects the person who has it to 
his “whakapapa”.



Tribes 

The Maori tribe is the largest social 
unit within traditional Maori society. 
Legend has it the first Maori that 
came to New Zealand did so in 12 
large canoes each carrying a different 
tribe. Even today most Maori people 
can tell you which original tribe they 
are descendants of. The settlers 
created a tribal society based on East 
Polynesian customs; Maori culture 
was also affected by years of isolation 
from other cultures.  



Tribe facts

• The Maori tribe is called Iwi in the Maori 
language. The Maori word iwi translates to 
"people" or "nation" in English.

• Each tribe (Iwi) is divided into smaller sub-
tribes of about 500 people called hapu. 
The hapu is the main unit in the Maori 
social structure.

• Each sub-tribe (hapu) consisted of several 
extended families called whanau. Within a 
settlement each sub-tribe has its own area 
that is independent from other sub-tribes. 
The area is divided among the various 
extended families.



Religion 
• Traditionally Māori 

recognised a pantheon of 
gods and spiritual 
influences. From the late 
1820s Māori transformed 
their moral practices, 
religious lives and political 
thinking, as they made 
Christianity their own. By 
the mid-1840s, probably a 
larger proportion of Māori 
than Britons in the UK 
regularly attended 
services. 



Maori tribe wars

In the 1860s, 18,000 British troops, supported by artillery, cavalry and local militia, 
battled about 4,000 Māori warriors. The Māori were able to withstand their enemy 
with techniques that included anti-artillery bunkers and the use of carefully placed 
pā, or fortified villages, that allowed them to block their enemy's advance and 
often inflict heavy losses, yet quickly abandon their positions without significant 
loss. Guerrilla-style tactics were used by both sides in later campaigns, often fought 
in dense bush. Over the course of the Taranaki and Waikato campaigns, the lives of 
about 1,800 Māori and 800 Europeans were lost, and total Māori losses over the 
course of all the wars may have exceeded 2,100. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/P%C4%81
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Guerrilla_warfare


Maori  weapons

In many modern-day museums and art galleries, native weapons from 
the south pacific are not prominently displayed. It is almost as though 
Europeans wish to believe they invaded a garden of Eden. Polynesians 
were as warlike as Europeans, just armed with War clubs instead of 
guns. Maori weapons are divisible into four classes, Hand Clubs, Long 
clubs, Thrusting weapons and Projectile weapons.



Maori traditions  

The Maori passed on rich and detailed history and legends 
orally. Society was organized around groups that traced their 
descent from common ancestors. Reciting whakapapa 
(genealogies) was an important way to communicate 
knowledge.

A gesture of respect, the Hongi is a traditional greeting done 
by pressing the nose and forehead against someone else’s. 
It’s the equivalent of doing a thoughtful handshake but is 
much more intimate, given the faces are placed so close 
together. Known as the breath of life, the tradition began 
when the first earthly Māori woman, Hineahuone, was born. 
Made of clay, she only came to life when the god Tane 
breathed life into her through her nostrils. 



A haka is traditional war dance used to scare 
the other opponent it is also performed at 
funeral's and weddings and at rugby matches  

Watch this video of the new Zealand   rugby 
team before the haka

https://www.newzealand.com/ie
/feature/haka/

https://www.newzealand.com/ie/feature/haka/


The End 

By Andrew Meehan


