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Introduction

• Maori are indigenous people who arrived in New Zealand hundreds of 
years ago on handmade canoes.

• The Maori people brought a culture that is now a key part of the 
countries national identity.

• Some of the traditions of the Maori people are:

• The Hangi

• The Haka

• And Ta Moko (Maori tattooing)



Traditions

• The Hangi is a traditional greeting done by pressing the nose and 
forehead against someonelses. Its like a handshake but more 
intimate.

• The Haka, made popular by the New Zealand All Blacks who have 
turned the traditonal dance into an important cultural event. 

• The Haka is a Moari war dance that was traditionally saved for the 
battlefield. The action packed dance is a display of strength and pride.

• The Haka is still today used during Maori ceremonies, celebrations 
and to honour guests.



The Haka

The New Zealand All Blacks who have 
turned the traditional dance into an 
important cultural event.



TRIBE
• The Maori Tribe is called Iwi meaning people.

• Each Tribe is divided into smaller sub-tribes of approx. five hundred 
people called Hapu.

• The Hapu is the main unit in the Maori social structure.

• Each sub-tribe (Hapu) is made up of several extended families called 
Whanau.



TRIBE

• Every member of the Maori tribe has a specific role and place. The 
Head of the tribe is known as the Chief.

• Although the Chief has power over the tribe, Maori society did have a 
certain level of democracy. When important decisions had to be 
made a tribal meeting would be arranged to hear all opinions before 
a final decision is made.



The Hangi

This is a traditional Maori greeting.

Like a handshake only more 
intimate.



Ta Moko

Ta Moko is a form of body art or more 
commonly known as Maori tattooing.

It is considered highly sacred and a very 
important part of Maori cultural identity 
and practice.

The head is believed to be the most sacred 
part of the body by the Maori so ta moko
was most often done on the face.

However it is also applied to other parts of 
the body such as upper body arms and legs.


